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A

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY,
&c. &c.

HEY order, faid I, this

matter better in France—

—You have been in France? faid
my gentleman, turning quick upon
me with the moft civil triumph in

the world.—Strange! quoth I, de-
bating the matter with myfelf, That

one and twenty miles failing, for ’tis
abfolutely no further from Dover to

Calais, fhould give a man thefe
VoL. I. B rights



[ 2]
-rights—TI’ll look into them: fo giv-:
ing up the argument—I went ftraight:
to my ledgings, put up half a dozen.
{hirts and a black pair of filk breeches.
—<¢ the coat I have on, {aid I, look-.
ing at the fleeve, will do”—took

place in the Dover ftage; and the
packet failing at nine the next morn-
ing—by three I had got {at down to.
my dinner upon a fricaffee’d chicken
{o inconteftably in France, that had
I died that night of an indige&ion,.
the whole world could not have {uf-
pended the effelts of the * Draits

. % All the cfieCts of ftrangers (Swifs and
Scotch cxcepted) dying in lrance, are feized
by virtue of this law, tho’ the heir be upon
i ipot-———-—1he profit of thefe contingencices
buing faria’d, ticre 1s no redrefs.

. | | A aunbaiie



L 31
d’aubaine—my thirts, and black pair
of filk breeches—portmanteau and
all muft have gone to the King of
France—ecven the little picture which
I have fo long worn, and fo often
have told thee, Eliza, I would carry
with me 1nto my grave, would have
been torn from my neck.—Ungene-
rous l—rto feize upon the wreck of an
unwary pafienger, whom your fub-
jects had beckon’d to their coaft—Dby
heaven! SirEe, it is not well dones
and much does it grieve me, *tis the
monarch of a people fo civilized and
courteous, and fo renown’d for fen-

iment and fine feelings, that I have
to reafon with

But I have {fcarce fet foat in your
dominions

B 2
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C AL ATI1IS.

HEN I had finifhi’d my din-

- ner, and drank the Xing

of France’s health, to fatisfy my mind
that I bore him no {pleen, but, on the
'contrary, High honour for thc huma-
nity of his temper—I rofe up an inch

taller for the accommodaticn.

- —No—I{aid I—the Bourbon 1s by
no means a cruel race: they may be

mifled like other pecple ; butthere 1s .
‘a mildnefs in their blood. As I ac-

knowledged this, I felt a fuffufion of
2 finer kind upon my cheek—meore
warm and f11endly to iman, than

what
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what Burgundy (at leaft of two livres
a bottle, which was fuch as I had
been drinking) could have produced.

—Juft God! faid I, kicking my
portmanteau afide, what is there in
this world’s goods which fhould
fharpen our {pirits, and make fo many
kind-hearted brethren of us, fall out

{o cruelly as we do by the way ?

‘When man 1s at peace with man,
how much lighter than a feather jis

‘the heavieft of metals in his hand!
he pulls out his purfe, and holding it
airily and uncomprefs’d, looks round
him, as if he fought for an objeét to
fhare 1t with—In doing this, I felt

B 3 every
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every veflel in my frame dilate—the
arteries beat all  chearily together,
and every power which {uftained life,
'perform’d it with {fo little friction,
that >twould have confounded the
moft phy/fical precienfe in France : with
all her materialiim, fhe could {carce
have called me a machine— .

I’m confident, faid I to myfelf, 1
thould have overfet her creed.

The acceffion of that idea, carried
nature, at that time, as high as fhe
could go—I was at peace with the
world before, and this finiflh’d the
treaty with myfelf—

—Now,
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—Now, was I a King of France,
cried I—what a moment for an or-

phan to have bege’d his father’s
portmanteau of me.!
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THE MON K.
CALAIS.

HAD {carce utter’d the words,
when a poor monk of the order
of St. Francis came into the room to
beg fomething for his convent. No
man cares to have his virtues the
fport of contingencies—or one man
may be generous, as another man is
pwiflant—/ed non, quo ad hanc—or be
1t as it may—ifor there 1is no regular
reafoning upon the ebbs and flows of
our humours; they may depend
upon the fame caufes, for ought
T ‘know, which influence the tides
them{elves—’twould oft be no dif-
credit
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credit to us, to fuppole it was fo:
I’m fure at leaft for mylelf, that in
many a cafe I thould be more highly
{atisfied, to have it {aid by the world,
«¢ I had had an affair with the moon,
in which there was neither fin nor

-fhame,” than have it pafs altogether
as my own aft and deed, wherein
there was fo much of both.

—DBut be this as it may. The
moment I caft my eyes upon him, 1
- -was predetermined not to give him
a fingle {fous; and éccordingly I put
.my purie into my pocket—Dbutton’d
it up—fet mylfelf a little more upon

my centre, and advanced up gravely
to hun : there was fomething, I fear,
forbidding in my look: I have his

figure
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‘figure thls moment before my eyes,

and think there was that in it which
deferved better.

The monk, as I judged from the
break in his tonfure, a few {catter’d
white hairs upon his temples, being

all -that .remained of 1it, might be

about feventy—but from his eyes,

and that fort of fire which was 1n
‘them, which feemed more temper’d

by courtefy than years, could be no
more than fxty—Truth might lie
between-—Fe was certainly fixty-five;
and the general air of his counte-
nance, notwithftanding {omething
{feem’d to have been planting wrinkles
in it before their time, agreed to the
account.

: It
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It was one of thofe heads, which
Guido has often painted—mild, pale
—penetrating, free from all com-
mon-place ideas of fat contented 1g-
norance looking downwards upon the
earth—itlook’dforwaras; butleok’d,
as if it look’d at fomething beyond
this world. How one of his order
came by it, heaven above, who let
it fall upon a monk’s fhoulders, beft
knows: but it would have fuited a
Bramin, and had I met 1t upon the

plains of Indoftan, 1 had reverenced
it. |

The reft of his outline may be
given 1n .a few fitrokes; one might
put it into the hands of any one to
defign, for ’twas neither elegant or

otherwiie,
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otherwife, but as chara&er and ex-
preflion made it fo: it was a thin,
ipare form, fomething above the
common fize, if it loft not the dif=
tinction by a bend forwards in the
figure—but it was the attitude of

Intreaty ; and as it now f{tands pre-—
fented to my imagination, it gain’d
more than it'loft by it. |

When he had enter’d the room
three paces, he ftood ftill ; and lay-
ing his left hand upon his breaft, (a
flender white ftaff with which he
journey’d being in his right)—when
I had got clofe up to him, he intro-
duced himielf with the little {tory of
the wants of his convent, and the
poverty of his order—and did it with

{o
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fo fimple a grace—and fuch an air
of deprecation was there in the whole
caft of his look and figure—1] was be-
witch’d not to have been firuck with

1{—

—A better reafon was,. I had pre;

determined not to give him a f{ingle
{ous.



[ 14 ]

T HE MON K.
CAL AIS.

o T IS very true, faid I, reply-
ing to a caft upwards with
‘his eyes, with which he had con-

cluded his addre{s—’tis very true—

and heaven be their refource who

have no other but the charity of the
world, the ftock of which, I fear, 1s
no way {ufficient for the many greas

clazins which are hourly made upon
1t.

As I pronounced the words great
claims, he gave a {light glance with
his eye downwards upon the {leeve

I of
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of his tunick—1I felt the full force of
the appeal—I acknowledge it, faid 1
——a coarfe habit, and that but once
in three years, with meagre diet—
are no great matters; and the true
point of pity is, as they can be earn’d.
in the world with fo little induftry,
that your order fthould with to pro-
cure them by prefling upon a fund
which is the property of the lame, the
blind, the aged and the infirm-—the
captive who lies down counting over
and over again the days of his af-
flictions, languifhes alfo for his thare
of it; and had you been of the order
of mercy, inftead of the order of St.
Francis, poor as I am, continued 1,
pointing at my pdr'tmanteaﬁ, full
chearfully fhould it have been open’d

-

P ' 1o
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to you, for the ranfom of the unfor-
tunate— T'he monk made me a bow
—but of all others, refumed I, the
unfortunate of our own country,
furely, have the firft rights; and I
hive left thoufands in diftrefs upon
our own fhore—The monk gave a
cordial wave with his head—as much.
as to {ay, No doubt, there i1s mifery
enough in every corner of the world,
as well as within our convent—But
we diftinguifth, faid I, laying my
hand upon the fleeve of his tunick,
in return for his appeal—we diftin-
guith, my goocd Father! betwixt
thole who wifh only to eat the bread
of their own labour—and thofe who
eat the bread of other people’s, and
have no other plan in life, but to get

| through |
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through it in floth and ignorance, for
2he love of God.

The poor F rancifcan made no re-
ply : a heltic of a mament pals’d
acrofs his cheek, but could not tarry
—Nature feemed to have had done
with her refentments in him; he
fhewed none—but letting his ftaff
fall withinr his arm, he prefs’d both
his hands with refignation upon his
breaft, and retired.

Nou, . C



